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THE FORD FLEX - Flex is loaded with stuff you may not find in a mini van. Like available voice-activated 
SYNC®* media system that lets you control your Bluetooth phone or your digital music with simple voice 
commands. Want to call home, or listen to a specific song on your playlist? Speak, and SYNC® responds. 
It’s a family vehicle for the whole family. Visit ford.ca for more. 


Starting from $29,999t™sRP 7.) Highway: 8.4L/100km (34 MPG)° City: 12.6L/100km (22 MPG)? Vehicle may be shown with optional features/equipment. * Sone mobile phones andl some digital media players may not be fully compatible 
- check wwwsyncmyride.com for a listing of mobile phones, media players, and features supported. Driving while distracted can result in loss of vehicle control, accident and injury, Ford recommends that drivers use caution when using mobile phones, even with voice commands. Only use mobile phones and other devices, even with 
voice commands, not essential to driving when itis safe to do so. Sync is optional on most new Ford vehicles. * 2011 Flex SE FWD starting from $29,999MSRP (Manufacturer's Suggested Retail Price). Optional features, freight, Air Tax, licence, fuel fill charge, insurance, PDI, PPSA, administration fees, any environmental charges or fees, and all 
applicable taxes extra. Dealer may sell or lease for less. Model shown is Limited FWD starting from $41 99MSRP °Estimated fuel consumption for the standard 3.5L Duratec® FWD 6-speed automatic V6 2011 Ford Flex. Fuel consumption ratings based on Transport Canada approved test methods. Actual fuel consumption may vary based on 
road conditions, vehicle loading and equipment, and driving habits. 
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THE CINEPLEX CANON 


FAMILY PRIZE PACK EOS 7D DSLR CAMERA 


4 movie passes, ($2600 approx. retail value) 
2 regular popcorn, 4 beverages 
per month for 12 months 
($900 approx. retail value) 


Visit, cineplex.com/fordflex to see some of the < => 


best entries, including the winner! Enter today! CINEPLEX.COM 


Drive one. 


NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Contest ends Aug. 31/10 at 23:59:59 EST. To enter, create an original (max. one (1) minute) English or French video about why your family is cool, visit Cineplex.com/fordflex, complete the online entry form including your video’s URL and click “submit”. Must be a legal resident of British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, 
Manitoba, Ontario or Quebec to enter. One (1) grand prize consisting of one (I) Canon EOS 7D DSLR Camera, twelve (12) Family Prize Packs (one per month for a year, each consisting of: two (2) Night out passes, four (4) movie passes, two (2) regular pop corns and four (4) beverages), and one (1) $3,000 cash prize will be awarded among British 
Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario and Quebec . Approx. retail value of the grand prize is $6500. The odds of winning the Grand Prize are solely dependant on the total number of eligible entries received and the ability of each entry to satisfy the judging criteria outlined in the contest rules. Skill-testing math question 
required to win. For official rules, visit Cineplex.com/fordflex. Prizes may not be exactly as shown. 


DRAWING POWER >> Upstart animation studio Illumination Entertainment set up shop in Paris and 
called on directors Pierre Coffin and Chris Renaud to helm their debut feature Despicable Me, about a 
likeable villain (Steve Carell) who longs for respect. The filmmakers say attracting top-notch comedic 
actors such as Carell, Russell Brand, Will Arnett, Kristen Wiig and Jason Segel was all-important, but just 
as important was flying animators from around the globe to their French studio ° By Mark Pilkington 
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MAGIC MAN 20 

Nicolas Cage talks about 
casting a Spell as an eccentric 
wizard In the popcorn pic 

The Sorcerer's Apprentice, and 
explains why he just can't stay 
away from Jerry Bruckheimer 

By Bob Thompson 


SURPRISE TWIST 26 
Director M. Night Shyamalan 
says he’s shocked by charges 
of racist casting in his family 
flick The Last Airbender. He 
insists he’s assembled a 
“United Nations” of actors and 
should be commended for it 
By Mathieu Chantelois 


MOTHER ISSUES 30 
Moms have played big roles in 
several of Annette Bening’s 
recent movies. Her latest, 
The Kids Are All Right, has two 
of them, with Bening and 
Julianne Moore sharing the 
duties as a lesbian couple 
raising two teens 

By Bob Strauss 


4 FAMOUS» JULY 2010 


Its always movie night 
on your MILESTONE. 


With brilliant resolution and a giant 3.7" touchscreen, your 
MOTOROLA MILESTONE” brings movies to life. 


telusmobility.com im Only from TELUS. ECT ELUS 


the future is friendly 


TELUS, the TELUS logo, the future is friendly and telusmobility.com are trademarks of TELUS Corporation, used under licence. Android and the Android logo as well as Android Market and the Android Market logo are trademarks 
of Google, Inc. All other trademarks are property of their respective owners. © 2010 TELUS. 


ALLTHE WORLD'S 


A STUDIO 


What do you do when you're starting up anew animation studio 
and all of the country’s best animators are taken? Move to another country. 

It’s not that Illumination Entertainment — Universal Studios’ new animation partner — doesn’t 
have a presence alongside their competitors in Southern California. Their corporate office is hidden 
in an underwhelming brick building in Santa Monica, not far from DreamWorks and Disney, and just 
down the coast from Pixar’s compound in Emeryville, California. 

But you won't find the animators in Santa Monica. While working on the studio’s first feature film, 
Despicable Me, those lucky artists took lunch breaks under the Eiffel Tower and stretched their legs 
strolling along the Seine. Because, if you’ve got your choice, Paris is as good a place as any to find 
inspiration. It’s also the type of place that will attract creative talent from around the world, as the 
film’s directors, Pierre Coffin and Chris Renaud, will tell you in “Evil Geniuses,” page 34. 

I’ve been scouring clips from the movie for signs of a more international flavour in architecture, 
tone and cultural references. Indeed, the film’s protagonist, an arch-criminal named Gru, speaks with 
an indeterminate Eastern European accent despite being voiced by Steve Carell. And the film’s plot 
about criminal masterminds vying to become the world’s #1 Supervillain by stealing Earth’s biggest 
landmarks lends itself to globe-spanning scenarios. 

Truth is, animated movies have long led the way in utilizing international settings. Think of early 
Disney fairytales with castles plucked from the German countryside, or Pixar’s take on a glowing Paris, 
dripping in Roquefort and Camembert, in Ratatouille. 

It also makes fiscal sense for films to move away from American themes since, these days, so much 
of a movie’s profit comes from theatres overseas. Have you ever been shocked to discover a movie 
you thought was a dud is getting a sequel? Often it’s because the film did better internationally than 
it did in North America. 

Bon chance Illumination Entertainment. We love the idea of Hollywood studios adopting the best 
the rest of the world has to offer. 

When director M. Night Shyamalan cast The Last Airbender he thought he was adopting the best the 
rest of the world had to offer. He picked actors from so many different countries and races he says the 
set’s cafeteria looked like the United Nations. So you can imagine his surprise when accusations of racist 
casting started to fly. If you can’t imagine, just turn to “Night Vision,” page 26, and enjoy his rant. 

In “Magic Touch,” page 20, Nicolas Cage and Jerry Bruckheimer share insights into their profitable 
relationship, and explain why they’re teaming up again for The Sorcerer’s Apprentice. 

Annette Bening admits the lesbian mom she plays in The Kids Are All Right isn’t the nicest woman. 
But that’s why she was so drawn to her. Read more in “Hot Mama,” page 30. 
MMe 

Marni Weisz, editor 
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1 Illustrated couple 

Brian Austin Green 
and Megan Fox frolic on the 
beach in Maui. 


PHOTO BY SPLASH NEWS 


2 Cute overload. 
Jennifer Lopez and 
daughter Emme ride a carousel 
at a children’s park in Monaco. 


PHOTO BY SPLASH NEWS 


3 Aren't scooters supposed 
to make you look cool? 
Tom Hanks on the L.A. set of 
Larry Crowne, a dramedy about 
an unemployed middle-aged 
man who returns to college. 


PHOTO BY RICHARD BEETHAM/SPLASH NEWS 


4 [5 not magic, just really 
long grass. Daniel Radcliffe 
gets lost in a sea of green on the 
U.K. set of Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows. 


PHOTO BY SIMON HAMMOND/SPLASH NEWS 


5 No one’s more surprised 
than Sarah Jessica Parker 

at the frenzied reception she 

gets from fans at Tokyo's 

Narita International Airport. 


PHOTO BY SPLASH NEWS 
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Christopher Nolan is messing with Ate oe 


Joseph Gordon-Levitt walks upside down 
and sideways in the dreamy /nception. 
Inset: Ellen Page and Leonardo DiCaprio 


nception, the 

summer's most 

mysterious 
big-budget film unlocks 
its secrets this month. 
Shrouded in secrecy 
since filming began 
a year ago in Tokyo, 
writer/director 
Christopher Nolan 
(The Dark Knight, 
Memento] cagily 
referred to it as “a 
contemporary sci-fi 
actioner set within the 
architecture of the mind.” 

Now the curtain has 

been drawn back a bit, 
and we know the 
39-year-old director 
based his film — about 
a corporate spy 
(Leonardo DiCaprio) and 
his team (including 
Ellen Page and Joseph 
Gordon-Levitt} who 


invade people’s dreams 
to steal thoughts and 
ideas — on his 
experiences controlling 
his own dreams. 

Nolan recalls that, asa 
child, after he woke up he 
would fall back asleep, 
but it would be a lighter, 
different kind of sleep, 
one that permitted him 
to control the events of 
his dreams. 

“| wanted to do this 
fora very long time; it’s 
something I’ve thought 
about off and on since | 
was about 16,” Nolan told 
the Los Angeles Times. 

“I wrote the first draft of 
this script seven or eight 
years ago, but it goes 
back much further, this 
idea of approaching 
dream and the dream life 
as another state of reality. 


“You can look around 
and examine the details 
and pick up a handful of 
Sand on the beach,” 
Nolan says of his half- 
dream state. “| never 
particularly found a limit 


to that; that is to say that, 


while in that state, your 
brain can fillin all that 
reality. | tried to work 
that idea of manipulation 
and management ofa 
conscious dream being a 
skill that [the characters 
in the film] have.” 
Nolan’s fascination 
with the workings of the 
mind fuels many of his 
films — the loss of 
short-term memory in 
Memento, the sleep- 
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yson Houseman finally gets to howl. The 20-year-old 
Vancouver actor appeared briefly in The Twilight Saga: New Moon as 
Jacob Black’s (Taylor Lautner) second cousin, Quil Ateara. In that film 
Quil is the tag-along kid who, unlike the rest of his Quileute tribe 
mates, has not yet made the transformation from teen to werewolf. 

“Eclipse is where my part gets a lot bigger,” says Houseman on 
the line from his parent’s home in Edmonton. “When I did New Moon 
I only had one day of shooting and I never really got the chance to 
hang out with the guys in the wolf pack, andI was a little bit jealous 
of them, I wanted to get to know these guys. 

“It’s in Eclipse that Quil actually joins the wolf pack, and you can 
see Quil is really glad that he can be with his friends again. It’s a cool 
parallel for me ’cause when we started Eclipse I finally got to hang 
out with the guys a lot more and it was a lot of fun.” 

Houseman, who attended an arts school in his native Edmonton, 
landed the role of Quil after going to a New Moon open casting call 
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for First Nations and Aboriginal talent in Vancouver. (Every actor in 
the wolf pack, including Taylor Lautner, is a First Nations descendant.) 

But for an arty kid who never played sports, joining the on-screen 
wolf pack meant getting into shape and enduring tough workouts. 

“The personal trainer gave us really unorthodox stuff to do — 
there really weren’t any machines or weights —it was a lot of team- 
orientated things, like doing pushups with someone on your back 
or throwing tires.” 

He’s now some 30 pounds heavier and carries the weight of 
starring in one of Hollywood’s most successful franchises. 

“To this day there are moments when it seems overwhelming,” 
he says. “11 have a random thought, like will I get an action figure, 
or who’ll dub my voice for the Spanish version of the movie? It’s 
those thoughts that throw me off guard.” ἢ 
ΠΠ{{{ΠΠ||{Π||||||1|||{Π|||||{1|||{||||||{1||{{||||{|||{||||||||||{|||||{||||{|{Π|||{||||{|||||||||||||||{Π|||||Π|Π||{Π|||{Π||||Π{Π|||ΠΠ|||||Π|||||| 

Ingrid Randoja 
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Dev Patel shows off his unusually long fingers in The Last Airbender 


The Last Airbender (3D) 


It was M. Night Shyamalan's 
young daughter who turned him 
onto Nickelodeon's cartoon 
series Avatar: The Last Airbender. 
He was So entranced that he 
decided to write and direct the 
big-screen adaptation of the 
popular show. Four elemental 
nations — Fire, Water, Earth and 
Air — Share a world, but it’s the 
ageressive Fire Nation that’s 
waging a war to rule the globe. 
Only the mysterious boy avatar 
Aang (Noah Ringer) — who can 
control all four elements — has 
the power to stop the war, which 
explains why Fire Nation’s 
Prince Zuko (Dev Patel) wants 
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young Aang out of the way. 
See M. Night Shyamalan 
interview, page 26. 


The Girl Who 

Played with Fire 

This adaptation of the second 
Millennium novel by the late 
Stieg Larsson sees tattooed 
punk hero Lisbeth Salander 
(Noomi Rapace] accused ofa 
crime she did not commit, while 
journalist Mikael Blomkvist 
(Michael Nyqvist) delves into 
the murder of two colleagues 
who were investigating the 
involvement of high-ranking 
Swedish politicians in a sex- 
trafficking ring. continued > 
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Way faster. Way easier. Way more fun. 


Galaxy Spica now runs on Android” 2.1. 


Heard about Android? It’s mobile phone software from Google™ that’s fast and easy to 
use - with access to fun, practical apps. (Now you know who that cute, green cartoon 
character is.) Heard about the Samsung Galaxy Spica? It’s the latest touch smartohone 
from Samsung that uses the Android platform, and it now runs on Android 2.1. With a 
new app launcher, live wallpapers, voice typing, new Google widgets and a 3D photo 
gallery, the Galaxy Spica is a thrill a minute. With a zippier user experience and features 
like a 3.2 MP camera, global roaming, web browsing, and Divx and Xvid capabilities you 
can bring the fun with you wherever you go. ΤΟ learn more, visit samsung.com/mobile. 


Samsung Galaxy Spica” Racing into a Rogers store July 12! 


©2010 Samsung Electronics Canada, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Samsung is a registered trademark of Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd. Google, Android are registered trademarks of Google, Inc. 
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Adrien Brody and Alice Braga are the prey in Predators 


+ >- Predators 


This sequel to Predator and 
Predator 2 (but not the last two 
Alien vs. Predator flicks ] finds 

a group of murderers sent to 

a far-off planet where they're 
served up as human prey fora 
nasty species of aliens. Director 
Nimrod Antal’s cast includes 


The Sorcerer's 
Apprentice 

Sorcerer Balthazar Blake 
(Nicolas Cage] finds his long- 
sought apprentice in nerdy 

Dave Stutler (Jay Baruchel). 
Together, they must save New 
York City from Balthazar’s 
nemesis, the evil sorcerer Maxim 
Horvath (Alfred Molina). See 
Nicolas Cage interview, page 20. 


Inception 

It was writer/director 
Christopher Nolan’s brain- 
contorting Memento that got 
him noticed and ultimately 
landed him the plum Batman 
franchise. He revisits the notion 
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Adrien Brody, Laurence 
Fishburne, Topher Grace, 
Danny Trejo and Alice Braga. 
To separate itself from 

the cult classic Predator, 
which starred muscleman 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, 
Antal cast more wiry, 

less brawny actors. 


of the “cerebral thriller” with this 
stylish flick featuring Leonardo 
DiCaprio as Cobb, a corporate 
spy highly skilled in the art of 
“inception” — entering people’s 
dreams to steal their ideas and 
thoughts. He recruits a young 


The Kids Are All Right 


Julianne Moore and Annette 
Bening star as lesbian moms 
whose two teenage kids — 

Mia Wasikowska, Josh 
Hutcherson — meet their sperm- 
donor father (Mark Ruffalo]. 
While the moms aren't thrilled 
with the sudden inclusion of dad, 


lady (Ellen Page) to help ina 
final job that he hopes will get 
him out of the inception game 
once and for all. 


ΑΓ Love 

Tilda Swinton stars as Emma 
Recchi, the Russian wife of rich 
Italian industrialist Tancredi 
Recchi (Pippo Delbono}. 
Emmia’s son, Edoardo [Flavio 
Parenti), is chosen to help run 
the family company, although 
he'd rather runa restaurant with 
chef friend Antonio (Edoardo 
Gabbriellini). The lives of the 
entire Recchi family are turned 
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personality. See Annette 
Bening interview, page 30. 


Wild Grass 


In this acclaimed French film, a 
man becomes obsessed witha 
woman whose purse he found. 


Despicable Me (3D) 
Directors Pierre Coffin and 
Chris Renaud are behind this 
3D animated film about Gru 
(Steve Carell], the world’s 

#2 Supervillain, who ranks 
behind evil genius Vector 
(Jason Segel]. But second 
place won't do, so Gru plans to 
overtake top spot by stealing 
the moon — aplan that’s 
threatened when three orphan 
girls take a shine to him. See 
interview with Pierre Coffin 
and Chris Renaud, page 34. 


upside down when Emma 
falls passionately in love 
with Antonio. 


Mr. Nobody 

Mr. Nobody (Jared Leto] is a 
thirtysomething husband and 
father who suddenly wakes 
up in the year 2092 and 
discovers he's a 120-year-old 
man. Scientists and 
historians want to speak with 
him, but Mr. Nobody is having 
trouble sorting out his past — 
was he married to Elise 
(Sarah Polley), did he live a 
fulfilling life? continued > 
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Angelina Jolie in Salt 


Who needs James Bond, 
Jason Bourne or Ethan Hunt 
when you've got Evelyn Salt? 
Angelina Jolie plays the 

CIA operative, who goes on the 
run when a Russian defector 
claims she is asleeper KGB 
agent. The daredevil Jolie 
performed a lot of her own 
stunts, she even hit her head 
and had to be taken to the 
hospital after performing one 


particularly difficult manoeuvre. 


Liev Schreiber steps inas 
Salt’s CIA boss. 


This adaptation of the first book 
in author Beverly Cleary’s 
Quimby Sisters series focuses 
on imaginative and trouble- 


Cats & Dogs: The Revenge of Kitty Galore 


Newfoundland-born director 
Brad Peyton helms this sequel 


to the popular 2001 talking- 
critters pic Cats & Dogs. Feline 
mastermind Kitty Galore’s 
(Bette Midler} plan to take over 
the world forces cats and dogs to 


making third-grader Ramona 
Quimby (Joey King), who 
makes life difficult for her older 
sister, Beatrice (Selena Gomez), 
and her parents (John Corbett, 
Bridget Moynahan). 


The Dinner Game, the long- 
running French play that was 
turned into a French dark 
comedy in 1998, now becomes a 
somewhat kinder Hollywood 

pic. Paul Rudd stars as the 
ambitious Tim, whose promotion 
depends on attending his 


work together to bring her down. 
Listen for Alec Baldwin, 
Michael Clarke Duncan and 

Joe Pantoliano as a few of the 
articulate animals. 


Zac Efron continues his journey 
toward more mature roles playing 
the grieving Charlie St. Cloud, 
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boss’s (Bruce Greenwood | 
monthly idiots dinner. Each 
guest brings along an idiot that 
the group can mock, and Tim 
feels he’s hit the jackpot with 
Barry (Steve Carell), a nerdy 
IRS employee who uses dead 
mice to recreate famous pieces 
of art. Tim starts to grow fond of 
Barry, but will that be enough to 
Stop him from humiliating his 
new friend Ὁ 


who feels responsible for his 
younger brother Sam’s 

(Charlie Tahan) death. Forgoing 
college to stay at home and 
communicate with Sam’s ghost, 
Charlie is slowly brought 
back to life by the beautiful 
Tess (Amanda Crew), a 

woman planning to sail solo 
around the world. 
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When Nicolas Cage.and Jerry Bruckhe 
get together, the results tend to be loud, 
exciting, and box-office gold. Can the pair 
cast a spell over audiences yet again with 
The Sorcerer’s Apprentice? -- BY BOB THOMPSON 


elebrate him or skewer him, you have to admit 
Nicolas Cage is one of the few A-list movie stars you 
can count on to find a quirky, original angle to any role 
— even when that role is in a mainstream summer 
blockbuster like The Sorcerer’s Apprentice. 

Loosely based on the Mickey Mouse short segment 
from Disney’s 1940 animated feature Fantasia, this 
live-action fantasy reunites Cage with Jon Turteltaub 
and Jerry Bruckheimer, his director and producer from the wildly 
popular National Treasure movies, respectively. 

In order to expand the nine-minute Fantasia segment, the writers 
have Cage’s sorcerer, Balthazar Blake, enlisting reluctant college 
student Dave Stutler — played by Montreal’s Jay Baruchel — to help 
prepare for a battle with dark forces in modern-day Manhattan. As 
Balthazar trains his neurotic protégé (in whom he sees potential to 
be a great sorcerer) with lessons in conjuring, the power-mad wizard 
Maxim Horvath (Alfred Molina, who played the rather similar part of 
Doc Ock in Spider-Man 2) is bearing down on the Big Apple, with 
Drake Stone (Toby Kebbell), a famous illusionist, by his side as hench- 
man. Monica Bellucci shows up as the sorceress Veronica, Balthazar’s 
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love from a not-too-distant past, while Teresa Palmer plays Becky, 
Dave’s girlfriend from the very tense present. 

Combining comedy with action, adventure and explosive special 
effects, the movie is another mainstream showcase for Cage who 
admits he finds most Bruckheimer projects irresistible, especially 
now that he’s the father of four-year-old son Kal-el. Mom is Cage’s 
third wife, Alice Kim. 

“There is nothing more sacred to me than the magical world of 
children,” Cage says — in all seriousness — during a break from 
filming The Sorcerer’s Apprentice in New York last July. “So any 
chance I get to make a movie where I can keep children smiling and 
get the whole family to have a good time, then Iam going to take 
that opportunity.” 

Even if it means shooting scenes late into the night to avoid 
disrupting New York City traffic. “Not alot of fun,” says the 46-year- 
old. Neither were the two on-set car accidents. On May 5, 2009, a 
Ferrari crashed in Manhattan’s Times Square while filming a chase 
sequence. Two people were injured, but not seriously. Days later, a 
woman who was not associated with the film lost control of her 
car near the Times Square set, injuring nine continued 


Your shoes 


Talk to your doctor 


‘ 
[ΓΝ τ = 5 
. ᾿ ἘΝῚ 
ζ' ν΄. γον | “4.5 ΠῚ Α \ a a | 
a. vt ΕΗ is ΒΝ", 
᾽ Ἵ | | nan ) | 
. | 1 & & Ψ 
ΑΙ Ἂ eS | ) 
.. i | <p! 


ii rT LA ῳ 


= ι" » ὌΝ 
ψ 


HITSTHEATRES ἢ 


JULY 145 δ 


>>> crew members — although none were taken to hospital. 


This is the seventh film on which Cage and Bruckheimer have 
teamed; combined the movies have raked in more than $2-billion 
(U.S.) at the box office worldwide. 

Aside from the two National Treasure movies (there’s a third in the 
works), last summer Cage voiced the mysterious mole in Bruckheimer’s 
kids flick G-Force. Before that, there was the 2000 car-thief caper 
Gone in Sixty Seconds, 1997’s Con Air and 1996’s The Rock, the movie 
which introduced “Cage the Action Star” to the world. That film also 
set the Bruckheimer standard for hiring respected supporting actors 
(in that case Sean Connery and Ed Harris) to back Cage in lead roles. 
John Malkovich, Harvey Keitel and Jon Voight are among the Oscar- 
nominated thespians Bruckheimer peppered throughout subsequent 
Cage blow-’em-ups. 

“(Bruckheimer’s] not afraid to look for choices in his actors that 
encourage them to find characters that might juxtapose against 
what a standard formula would be,” Cage says. “He’s always willing 
to go outside the box and still make a movie that will thrill and appeal 
in a global market.” 

As for why Bruckheimer keeps knocking on Cage’s door? “Nic is 
special,” says the producer, also in New York. “He’s an Oscar winner, 
and a character actor, and we have been fortunate to find things for 
him, and we try to keep going back to him because he’s willing to try 
anything.” 

Cage’s “willingness to try anything” will serve him well over the 
next while as he tries to overcome his widely reported financial and 
tax problems. He recently sold a number of his extravagant homes, 
and last fall he sued his business manager for allegedly mismanaging 
his money and failing to pay his taxes on time. His manager counter- 
sued, outlining lavish purchases Cage made against his advice — 
including a jet, a flotilla of yachts and a fleet of Rolls Royces. 

Perhaps the actor’s inability to handle money has something to do 
with the fact success came so early to him. He was just 18 when 
he kicked off his acting career with a cameo in 1982’s Fast Times at 


Above: Jay Baruchel (left) and Nicolas Cage prepare 
for battle. This picture: Cage unleashes the magic 


Francis Ford Coppola’s Rumble Fish and Peggy Sue Got Married came 
next, then Raising Arizona, Moonstruck and Wild at Heart. The height 
of Cage’s critical acclaim arrived with his Academy Award-winning 
role as a suicidal drunk in 1995’s Leaving Las Vegas and his Oscar- 
nominated portrayal of twins in Spike Jonze’s Adaptation. seven 
years later. 

All together, it makes for one of the most eclectic filmographies 
in Hollywood. And while it would be hard to find someone who 
loves all of Cage’s work, it would be equally hard to find someone 
who doesn’t love at least one of those movies. 

As for his Sorcerer’s Apprentice co-star Baruchel, the young actor 
says he was “star struck” when he first met his boyhood idol “from 
the cool Con Air movie.” But after sharing a few Cuban cigars outside 
of Cage’s trailer, Baruchel relaxed and began to appreciate Cage on 
a different level. “He worked his ass off,” says Baruchel during a 
separate New York interview. “And he was always super-polite, and 
on time, and crazy professional. 

“And more than anything,” Baruchel adds, “I liked the conver- 
sations we had, and the impressions I would do of him, and the 
way he would laugh.” 

Not surprising, really, since Cage learned a long time ago to 
immerse himselfin what he does, and enjoy the process. “Making 
movies has been the lion’s share of my life,” he says, “and I’ve spent 
more time in front ofa camera than off of a camera. It has been my 
path by choice. My house is basically like a [movie] trailer. I live a 
circus lifestyle, and it’s not always for everybody, but I want to 
appreciate it while I do it.” @ 
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Ridgemont High; a year later he followed up with a starring role in ; Bob Thompson is a Toronto-based writer covering movies for 
the quintessentially 1980s romance Valley Girl. Parts in his uncle : Canwest News Service. 
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Although The Last Airbender is the first movie M. Nig 
has directed that’s not based on one of his original ideas, he says 


bringing the kids TV show to the big screen was very personal, and 


touched on many of his own issues, including his Asian heritage. 
Which is why those accusations of racist casting are driving him nuts 
BY MATHIEU CHANTELOIS 
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Night Shyamalan is taking a huge gamble. Maybe even 
the gamble of his life. He’s on the phone from his home 
Ὑ 2.8 in Philadelphia to talk about The Last Airbender, and you 
can hear it in his voice — he knows he’s undertaken a risky project. 
And he’s loving every minute of it. 

To some extent, the 39-year-old Indian-American filmmaker is still 
coasting on the stunning success of The Sixth Sense, the twisty-turny 
ghost story he wrote and directed more than a decade ago. But, lately, 
he’s made some disappointing films, including The Village, Lady in 
the Water and The Happening, a lethal string that would have killed 
almost anyone else’s career. 

He’s certainly aware that his new film needs to be special, so he’s 
made some changes this time out. He’s trading in his horror-suspense 
roots for a big-screen adaptation of an animated series aimed at 
families. It’s also the first time Shyamalan will direct a feature film 
that’s not based on one of his own original ideas, although he did 
adapt the story for the big screen. 

“It’s terrifying to take someone else’s story and bring it to life 
because a little bit of it is, you know, can you love it the same way?” 
he says frankly. 


Ἃς Ἢ 
4, 
1 τς, 


- -- Α 
᾿ - » ~*~ , 
-.- awit Ps 
4, 


eo ᾿ (right) confers with Noah Ringer 


on the set of The Last Airbender 


In the years since The Sixth Sense, Hollywood has tempted Shyamalan 
with franchise offers including, he says, directing the first Harry Potter 
film. He turned them all down. But it was a different story this time. 

“There’s so many things inherently in Airbender that are me — the 
martial arts...and the kind of Asian influences, the Hinduism, the 
Buddhism, all that stuff is, you know, close to me in terms of my 
interests,” he says. 

The idea for the film came to him when his then 7-year-old 
daughter convinced him to watch her favourite TV show, the popular 
animated series Avatar: The Last Airbender (no surprise, the film will 
drop “Avatar” from the title due to the success ofa certain recent film 
with a similar title). 

The big-screen adaptation focuses on a 12-year-old named Aang 
(played by newcomer Noah Ringer) who must find a way to make 
peace between the four nations representing the elements of the 
world — Fire, Earth, Water, Air — during a 100-year war in which the 
Fire Nation has ruled. “It deals with very unexpectedly moving and 
complicated issues as the show did. And so it’s garnering a much 
older population of fans,” says Shyamalan. 

One big change from the TV show is that this first film of the 
planned trilogy will be presented in 3D, even though that wasn’t 
necessarily the plan before shooting started. “As I was editing, they 
were showing me tests of 3D,” explains Shyamalan. “But really what 
put me over the top, strangely enough, was seeing Alice in 
Wonderland, which had done this process in post, and which I 
enjoyed so thoroughly.” 

Does that mean the second and the third films will also be in 3D? 
Not necessarily. “I hope that the fans of the movie see it in 3D and 2D 
and then tell me which one...was best for them.” 

What Shyamalan was not hoping for, and certainly did not see 
coming, were the accusations of racism that have dogged the 
project. When asked about the charge that all the film’s “bad” 
characters are played by visible minorities, and its “good” characters 
are played by Caucasians, his tone changes instantly. 

“[Laughs.] You caught me. I’m the face of racism, you got me. So 
here’s the thing, I’m always surprised at the level of misunderstanding 
that exists, and the sensitivities that exist, that end up hurting...,” 
he begins. “As an Asian-American, it bothers me when people take all 
of their passion and rightful indignation about subjects and then 
misplace them.” continued 
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Ringer does his Airbender thing. Right: Dev Patel as Prince Zuko 


>>> He claims that The Last Airbender is “the most culturally diverse 
movie of all time,” and that the cafeteria on his movie set “looked like 
the United Nations.” 

“Here’s the reality,” he continues. “First of all, the uncle Iroh 
character [played by Persian Shaun Toub] is the Yoda in the movie, so 
it would be like saying Yoda was a villain. So he’s Persian right, so 
we're one there. Dev Patel [Slumdog Millionaire] is the actual hero of 
the series. He’s Indian, okay. The whole point of the movie is that 
there isn’t any bad or good, so the irony is I’m playing on the exact 
prejudices that the people that are claiming I’m racist are doing. 
They immediately assume that everybody who’s dark-skinned is a 
villain. That was an incredibly racist assumption, which as it turns 


out is completely incorrect.” : 
Shyamalan pauses, but is far from finished. , 
“I’m the one Asian filmmaker who has the right to cast anybody! : J 


want, and I’m casting the entire movie in this colour-blind way, 


: Make every game 
basically, where everybody is represented. I even [made] one section: 
of the Earth Kingdom African-American, which obviously isn’t in the : CO a O 88 eC OQ Φ aa = S O 8 γ 3 DTV 


show, but I wanted to represent them, too.I fought like crazy forthe : Cameos. Theyre the signature stamps of many directors. . . . ᾿ 
pronunciation of the names to go back to the Asian pronunciations ; Alfred Hitchcock so enjoyed inserting himself into his films as Imagine Se ee your team like never before. Sony's 3D World makes 
50 you say Aang [Ong] instead of Aaaaaang, because it’s correct. It’s : a passive bystander he did it in 37 movies. Filmmakers Terry ΠΟΥ so vivid, you can smell the turf. From our 3D broadcast δὺς 
the correct way to pronounce it.... I’m literally fighting all these : Gilliam (Brazil), Sam Raimi (Spider-Man) and Peter Jackson filming the 2010 FIFA World Cup”, to our 3D HDIVs delivering stunning 


fights and who’s getting blamed? Me. This is in-credible.” ε (Lord of the Rings) have also had “blink-and-you’ll-miss-it realism at home. This Is πεν soccer should be felt—in ΠΌΤΕ SD from start To 
But he’s not planning to let any of this ruin his big summer release. , appearances’ in their movies. finish, And with Playstation®3 and Blu-ray 3D" players, It's an unparalleled 


“I’ve been wanting to make a big — more epic — movie than my : But M. Night Shyamalan is more of a Quentin Tarantino type. world of 3D for your senses to enjoy. see for yourself at sonystyle.ca/3D 


thrillers just for the experience, and I wanted to tell a larger canvas: He’s given himself small roles in most of his films, including — 
Ss ‘ai © νὰ 
3 


story. I was lucky enough to be involved as they were finishing the ; for example — playing the vet Ray Reddy in Signs, a character 
Created by Sony \ Se 


third season and told the creative team what my intention was....It’s : involved in the film’s memorable car accident. But don’t look for 
“Sony”, “make.believe”, “3D World Created by Sony” and their logos are registered trademarks or trademarks of Sony Corporation. adidas, the we 


not a movie with two sequels, it’s a three-part story,” he says. ξ Shyamalan on the big screen this month. 
3-bars logo and the 3-Stripes mark are registered trademarks of the adidas Group, used with permission. Jabulani is a trademark of the adidas — 
28 FAMOUS» JULY 2010 Group, used with permission. *3D broadcasts dependant on various service providers and availability of coverage in your area. 
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Shyamalan seems confident his gamble will pay off. Now he’s just 2 “| look at this story as a three-part story...there’s thousands 
eager to tell the next part of his story. @ ε of characters,” he says. “I kind of have my eye on a tiny little 
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Mathieu Chantelois is the editor of Famous Québec. 
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: nnette Bening is the mother of all, well, Hollywood 

At 32 , mother of four : mothers. And not just because she and her hus- 

; : : 15 Carving outa ; band, reformed super-lothario Warren Beatty, 
niche pla Ing intere sting mom 2 have four children. This year she’s registered 
roles li e the le ς Ὁ] an mother ε outstanding performances in the indie films 

᾿ ° . 5 : Mother and Child and The Kids Are All Right, 

of two teens 1n this month S 3 built around very different sets of par- 


The Kids Are All Right BY BOB STRAUSS β enting issues. 


In the first, she played a middle-aged single woman who’s been 
emotionally constricted since giving up her baby at age 14. The sto- Ke 
ry in Kids, which comes out this month, isn’t as dire, but it is rather ἊΝ SEER ee 
more complicated. 3 : TS 

“It’s about two moms, lesbian parents who have been together 
their whole lives and have two teenagers,” Bening says during a 
recent L.A. interview. “The girl is about to go away to college, the 
boy is 15, and they decide that they want to meet their sperm 
donor. He was the same for both moms, who each hada kid. When 
they find him, that’s when the movie takes off.” continued 
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The Kids Are All Right’s unconventional family, from left: Annette Bening, 
Julianne Moore, Josh Hutcherson, Mia Wasikowska and Mark Ruffalo 


The latest film by director and co-writer Lisa Cholodenko (High Art, 
Laurel Canyon) has Bening playing strong-willed doctor Nic opposite 
Julianne Moore’s Jules, a less-accomplished, more passive personal- 
ity who is starting up a landscaping business, the latest of several 
failed enterprises. When their teenagers Joni (Alice in Wonderland’s 
Mia Wasikowska) and Laser (Josh Hutcherson) introduce their free- 
spirited dad, Mark Ruffalo’s Paul, to the moms, the ideal domestic 
set-up is shaken in alarming, sometimes hilarious and deeply trans- 
forming ways. 

“It’s got the same sensibility that High Art and Laurel Canyon had, 
but now it’s reflecting this chapter of Lisa’s life,” Bening says of the 
director’s semi-autobiographical movie. As for the charge that Nic is 
kind of a domineering bully, the actor feigns offence. 

“IT wouldn't saaaay that...,” she slyly purrs. “Yeah, I guess you can 
get that. It was fun to play, but I loved the whole thing. It’s really a 
family story, very classic in a sense. And yet, of course, it’s not. 

“It’s a modern film. But the problems between the parents, with 
teenagers, between the kids, and then the person who comes into 
the family; in a way it has a traditional structure. Yet Lisa Cholodenko 
directed it. It’s not sugar-coated, [Ἴ] tell you that. I’m not a fan of such 
movies. My taste has always tended toward stories that tell me some 
hard and painful things. I’d rather know that, I want to get the whole 
picture. I don’t want life to be spoon-fed and sentimentalized.” 

You might think that’s why the 52-year-old star of such major studio 
productions as Bugsy, The American President and American Beauty 
has been more and more drawn to character-based independent 
productions of late, as mainstream movies have become increasingly 
timid and fantasy-driven. Not so, says Bening; or at least that’s not 
the main reason. 

“IT read what people send me, I’ve never had any design to what I 
do,” Bening explains. “Except that, once I had kids, everything sort 
of emanated from that. Where’s it shooting, when’s it shooting? I 
don’t care if it’s Lawrence of Arabia right now. I look for good writing 
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and directors who are interesting to me...and if I can make it 
work with my family’s schedule. IfI can’t, I just don’t do it.” 

Even as her children reach the age (the oldest is 18) when many 
resent having mommy around, the three-time Oscar nominee still 
gets the lioness’s share of her satisfaction from being there as 
they grow. 

“It all felt very natural to me,” Bening says of having her babies. 
“But then there’s the real business of raising children. We have 
three teenagers and a 10-year-old and, I have to say, I love it. And 
I’m a real baby person; they know that. 

“This time is so much more gratifying and amazing than I ever 
could have imagined. There are difficult moments, of course. But I 
love seeing them tall, having opinions. There’s an element of, 
‘How did that happen?’ Yet it’s the most natural, most common 
experience in the world. And, really, the greatest.” @ 
INNATE 
Bob Strauss lives in L.A. where he writes about films and filmmakers. 
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Despicable Me's evil genius 

Gru (centre) goes for a ride with 
the three orphan girls who want 
him to adopt them. 

Inset: Gru’s nemesis, Vector 
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A stone’s throw from Paris’s Eiffel Tower, 
just behind an Aston Martin garage, Illumination Entertainment is 
a hive of activity. Everywhere you look, artists, programmers and 
designers are hunched over computer monitors, rendering scenes 
and putting the finishing touches not on a French indie film, but on 
Universal Pictures’ Despicable Me, which is expected to be one of the 
summer’s biggest 3D animated releases. 

And while Despicable Me is the new animation studio’s first feature, 
its partner studio Universal is hoping the company will generate two 
to three films for them each year...so it’s important the movie is a hit. 

Illumination Entertainment’s European locale seems a good fit for 
this film about Gru, an evil supergenius bent on taking over the 
entire world. Unfortunately, life as an evil supergenius has not been 
easy for Gru. He used to be one of our premier criminal masterminds, 
but now every time he hatches a plan to take over the world it’s 
thwarted by his arch-rival, Vector, the planet’s #1 Supervillain. Now, 

just as Gru’s about to set his latest plan — to steal the moon 

— in motion, he encounters an obstacle in the form of 

three adorable orphan girls who want Gru to adopt 

them. Worse, Vector has caught onto Gru’s moon- 

stealing plan and is trying to snatch his glory by 

claiming the lump of rock for himself. 

Directors Pierre Coffin and Chris Renaud — who 

are French and American respectively — say having 

the studio located in the heart of Paris makes it easi- 

er to employ talent from various countries. “We had 

storyboarding done all over the world — in Britain, 

here in France, in Spain, in the United States, both east 
coast and west coast, and Canada.The — continued 
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Gru discovers the joy of parenthood waiting with the other = πὶ 


parents at the girls’ ballet class. 
Inset: Directors Pierre Coffin (left) and Chris Renaud 
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rest of the production element is all here in France,” says Renaud. 
“It’s all here, but we have German guys, Spanish guys.... On this 
project people have been flown in from every country around the 
globe, so it is a good location in the middle for everyone.” 

Both directors have worked in the animation industry for years, 
although this is their first project together. Having started his career 
85 a junior animator at Steven Spielberg’s Amblimation studio, Coffin 
has since made a wide range of commercials and animated shorts. 
On the other hand, Renaud comes from a comic-book background, 
having previously worked for both Marvel and DC before moving on 
to animated films as a story artist for Robots and Ice Age: The Meltdown 
among others. 

As for the flesh-and-blood talent behind the animated characters, 
Forgetting Sarah Marshall’s Jason Segel is the voice of the upstart villain 
Vector, while Gru’s pipes come courtesy of a very busy Steve Carell 
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who has used his hiatus time from TV’s The Office to squeeze out 
three films this year — Date Night, Despicable Me and Dinner for 
Schmucks, also out this month. 

“The voices are all-important as they give the characters their life 
and personality,” says Coffin, “and we were confident that Steve Carell 
could bring Gru to life. Very early on he landed this voice that he 
describes as being inspired by Bela Lugosi. We loved it and I think it 
instantly helped us define the character.” 

The film also features the voices of Russell Brand and Danny 
McBride, Flight of the Conchords’ Jemaine Clement, and Julie Andrews 
as Gru’s evil mom. “The appeal for us with Julie Andrews was she 
plays against type,” Coffin says with a laugh. “With her character, we 
understand why Gru chose a life of evil. He never got any love from 
his mum. It’s kind of fun to have Mary Poppins not being the goody- 
goody Mary Poppins character we all expect.” 

As the film’s focus, Gru is a likeable villain who has an army of 
bouncy yellow minions to do his dirty work, and a wealth of deadly 
devices at his disposal, including shrink rays and freeze guns — 
everything a typical James Bond baddie could hope for. Vector, on the 
other hand, employs more modern and sleek gadgetry, he’s a super- 
criminal for the iPod generation. 


“Part of what the appeal is with Gru is that villains always tend to 
be the most interesting characters. From Darth Vader to the Joker 
they are always very compelling,” says Coffin. “One of the main chal- 
lenges was that we couldn’t have the villain acting like a real bad guy, 
going around killing people, so we had to find a balance between a 
family film, with its appeal and charm, but also letting this guy be 
cruel, mean and villainous in a comical manner.” 

Renaud says it was also important to make Gru an underdog. 
“That’s the key, I think, to how he remains appealing. People always 
root for the underdog — you always kind of root for them even if 
they are not such a nice person.” 

So why are both Gru and his rival Vector trying to steal the moon? 
“We wanted to come up with something that was silly, because we 
can’t actually have anyone murder anyone. So theft is actually a kind 
ofa ‘light’ crime,” Coffin explains. “Stealing the moon is metaphorical. 
It’s the best trophy anyone could get. We play on it a little bit, but it 
doesn’t cause worldwide disruption or anything. We play on itina 
silly cartoon way. It’s a good villain goal without veering into terri- 
tory that is frankly too dark for a family film.” @ 
{Π{ΠΠ||{Π|||Π|||||{Π|||Π||{1||||Π|||||{|Π||{||||||{||||{||{|||Π|{|{||||||||Π||||||Π|{Π|||||{||{Π|||||{Π|{Π|{Π|||||{|||ΠΠΠ|{ΠΠ||{Π|||||||| 
Mark Pilkington is a freelance movie writer based in London, England. 


6 RU'S PEDIGREE 


Like all artists, animators need inspiration. The Little Mermaid’s 
villain Ursula was based on infamous drag queen Divine, while 
The Incredible’s bespectacled fashion designer Edna Mode was 
inspired by legendary Hollywood costume designer Edith Head. 

For the animators who created Despicable Me’s lead villain, 
Gru, it was two iconic British actors who got their creative juices 
flowing. In aninterview with Latino Review.com, Despicable Me 
producer Chris Meledandri revealed the flesh-and-blood models 
for our pixilated antihero. “They watched a lot of Peter Sellers 
and a lot of Rowan Atkinson,” he said. 

We do, indeed, see Sellers’ maniacal glare and Atkinson’s 
prominent nose. —IR 
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ὶ This busy, vibrant 
Diane von Furstenberg 
summer print and an 
armful of neon bangles 
says summer on the 
beach — andin the city. 
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Versatile beachwear — 
and jusi a touch of 
makeup — will keep 
you looking cool this 
summer οὐ BY LIZA HERZ 


t’s hard to be chic when your makeup is sliding off your 
face and your carefully straightened hair has frizzed into 
a giant fuzzy halo around your head. 

This time of year, we should all be outside enjoying 
summer, not hiding out at the mall for the air conditioning. 
The right makeup and proper gear allow you to look crisp 
and cool while everyone else melts in the heat. 

Here’s the first trick: It’s easy to convert beachwear for the city. 
Breezy chiffon dresses and tops look great over a bathing suit, 
or in the city with wide linen pants. Accessorize with an armload 
of bangles (like our Diane von Furstenberg model) and a pair 
of embellished platform wedges. 

It’s our hair, though, that needs the most attention come 
summertime. Montreal stylist and John Frieda spokesman 
Alain Larivée recommends not fighting the humidity. Instead, 
choose laid-back styles like a loose braid or deliberately messy 
chignon to keep hair out of your face. 

Styling products like John Frieda Frizz-Ease Straight Fixation 
create a moisture barrier that controls curl. Or use a serum right 
out of the shower. “Give your hair some ‘candy,’” says Larivée. 

TV’s What Not to Wear makeup artist Carmindy — visiting 
Canada for her new book Crazy Busy Beautiful — gave us an 
abbreviated “What Not to Wear in the Heat” makeup tutorial. 

This summer, ditch the lipstick and “go bold with sheer gloss in 
shades like tangerine, watermelon and coral,” she says. Add bright 
aqua waterproof eyeliner “smudged softly for daytime, or applied 
in a thick line with a wing at night.” 

Apply waterproof mascara, bronzer and “a pop of bright, sheer 
colour on the apples of your cheeks,” says Carmindy, and you’ve 
got a basic summer face, ready for outdoor café socializing. 


ITT 


Use Soleil Tan de Chanel Bronzer ($57, The Bay] 
on temples, under cheekbones and along 
the jawline to softly frame your face 
with sun-kissed colour. 


A Halter Top in a multi-hued tribal print ($35, 
Smart Set] adds punctuation to a neutral day 
wardrobe, and is perfect for night with gold 
hoop earrings and some shimmery bronzer. 


The sunblocks on Avene High Protection Sunscreen 
Lotion SPF 40 ($28, drugstores] won't break down 
in sunlight, meaning long-lasting protection 
against UVA [aging] and UVB [burning] rays. 


{ f ) 


Yves Saint Laurent Gloss Pur 
in Pure Watermelon ($34, Holt Renfrew) 
is arefreshing hit of colour ona bare 
Summer face. 


For the pattern-averse, this sleek Coral Tank 

($25, Marks) has a built-in bra to streamline 

your look, simplify your morning, and let you 
Stay cool all day long. 


Switch out your regular bag for an 
Oversized Tote ($120, ECCO) to bring an 
instant beachy lift to your 
everyday look. 


FRIZZ- EASE 


| STRAIGHT 
| FIXATION.. 
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Asummer essential, John Frieda Frizz-Ease 
Straight Fixation ($11, London Drugs) works on 
all hair types to prevent waves from becoming 
full-blown frizz. 


A defined line of Gosh Velvet Touch Waterproof 
Eye Liner in Aqua ($13, exclusively at 
Shoppers Drug Mart) is the simplest way 
to make your eye colour stand out. 


($50, Spring] is dressy, gives you added 
height and is infinitely more comfortable 
than a stiletto. 


JULY 2010 FAMOUS 39 


Ci 


" 


Danger Mouse experiences a Dark Night. 


Plus, Kylie Minogue channels Aphrodite φῦ BY INGRID RANDOJA 
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You expect an album 
titled Dark Night of 
the Soul to be filled with 
heavy songs, but for album 
co-creator Danger Mouse 
— a.k.a. Brian Burton — 
it’s an especially sombre 
work considering his 
producing partner and 
friend, Mark Linkous, died 
in March after taking his 
own life. 

“Mark and I kinda liked 
the darker things in 
music,” says Burton on the 
line from Los Angeles, 

“so it’s just a pretty 
melancholy record as 
a whole.” 

Linkous, who performed 
as Sparklehorse, hooked up 
with Burton in 2007 to 
write songs that they then 
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passed on to their musician 
friends. Eleven performers, 
including Jason Lytle, 
Julian Casablanca, 

Iggy Pop, Suzanne Vega 
and even David Lynch 
collaborated on tunes for 
the album, while Lynch 
also shot the photos for 

an accompanying book. 

“At first Mark and I only 
wanted to get three or 
four people,” remembers 
Burton, “but we really 
couldn’t decide, it wasn’t 
that we were disagreeing 
or anything like that — 
but we just couldn’t pass 
up certain people.” 

The result is a haunting 
record that Burton is still 
coming to terms with. 

“The situation with 


Mark is still kinda new 
with me — though it’s 
definitely not as new as 
when it first happened. 
Ireally haven't listened 

to the music very much. 

I tried to listen recently 
because I knew I’d be 
talking about it and it 
was okay. But I can’t really 
listen to Mark’s stuff, 
with him singing, that will 
take a little bit of time.” 
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Singers 
On Screen 


KISS singer pops up in next 
month’s documentary Hugh Hefner: Playboy, 
Activist & Rebel. The film sheds light on 
Hefner’s political activism, and Simmons — 
whose partner, Shannon Tweed, is one of 
Hef’s ex-lovers — recounts his admiration 
for the man who put silk pyjamas on the map. 


YOU 
GOTTA 


HEAR 
THIS 


Lady Gaga’s hot career seems as tepid 

as a baby’s bathwater when you compare 
it to Kylie Minogue’s 23-year odyssey. 
The Aussie singer releases her 11th CD, 
Aphrodite (July 6th), a pop/dance jewel 
that'll have DJs drooling. The first single, 
“All the Lovers,” is the perfect Minogue 
song — super upbeat, sexy without being 
crude, and decidedly danceable. 
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Big Boi - Sir Luscious Left Foot: The Son of Chico Dusty 
Sun Kil Moon - Admiral Fell Promises 


The Books - The Way Out 


JULY 6 

JULY 13 > Ice Cube - I Am the West 

JULY 20 > Sheryl Crow - 100 Miles from Memphis 
JULY 27 > Menomena - Mines 


Go to }MV.ca for more information 


qol So whale qowng on? Do you wont fo go bo thal 
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COMPAQ MINI CQ10 | SIZE 10.1" 


Introducing HP and Compaq Netbooks with Rocket™ mobile internet built-in. 


The lightweight design and ultra-thin, compact size fits easily in your bag or purse. 
Communicate with speed and in comfort with advanced processors and a nearly full-size keyboard. 


9g” 


ON SELECT 2-YR. PLANSt 


Surf from anywhere on Rogers fast and reliable 3.5G network? 


AVAILABLE AT SELECT ROGERS LOCATIONS. VISIT ROGERS.COM/NETBOOK. 
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*HSPA network not available in all areas. See rogers.com/coverage for coverage details. ‘With activation on any new 2-yr. term data plan. 
™Rogers & Mobius Design and Rocket are trademarks of or used under license from Rogers Communications Inc. or an affiliate. 
All other brand names and logos are trademarks of their respective owners. © 2010 Rogers Wireless. 
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PlayStation»Portable 


PlayStationsNetwork 


Ready for some nasty clean up duty? 


e> BY SCOTT GARDNER 


» Brackdoun 2 XBOX 360 


en years after the Agent cleaned up Pacific City, it’s gone from 
worse to appalling. What the heck happened? 
For starters, Microsoft green-lit a sequel after the success of 
200?’s surprisingly engrossing Crackdown. Awry twist on the 
Grand Theft Auto formula, Crackdown had players drive around a vast, 
crime-ridden city, shooting, blowing up and generally terrorizing its 
inhabitants — all in the name of the law. The Agent (working for 
“the Agency”) was a genetically modified supercop officially assigned 
to take down three powerful gangs, but he was never too fussed about 
who else got hurt along the way. 

Turns out, the original’s happy ending (well, happy-ish — the Agent's 
bosses ultimately revealed distinctly fascist leanings) didn’t last long. 
After the Agency took over the city, a mysterious viral outbreak turned 
much of the population into crazed mutants. In response, an armed 
civilian gang, the Cell, formed to fight the Freaks and depose the 
hapless government. As the Agent — version 2.0 — you're the city’s 
last hope. 

Exploring and completing missions earns you experience “orbs,” 
which kick your already juiced agility, strength and weapons skills into 
iron man territory. Out of ammo? Just rip out a lamppost and pummel 
some Freaks, or leap up, up and away. The city boasts a remarkable 
1,000 metres of vertical space to play in, from soaring towers to 
plunging sewers. Also cool: beefed up online play, featuring four-player 
co-op missions and 16-Agent rumbles. 

It’s time to restore peace, order and justice to Pacific City...by any 
means necessary. 

RELEASE DATE: JULY 5 


PC 
This sequel to one of the PC’s 
most loved real-time strategy 
games renews intergalactic 
hostilities between the Zerg, 
Protoss and Terran races. The 
original was released in 1998 
and used something called a 
“CD-ROM,” whatever that is, so 
the updates are innumerable, 
but thanks to developer 
Blizzard (World of Warcraft) 
they’re also nerd-friendly . 

RELEASE DATE: JULY 27 
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Wii 
Join the Dickens Detective 
Agency to foil the schemes of 
the dastardly Mr. Valentine in 
this family-friendly mystery 
game from Disney. Up to four 
sleuths interrogate suspects 
and explore crime scenes for 
clues, using the Wii-mote as 
a magnifying glass, lock- 
pick, fingerprint kit and 
more. Playing head-to-head 
or as a team, there’s a 
different ending every time. 
RELEASE DATE: JULY 27 
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Buy any PSP®go system, register with the PlayStation®Network and you will $ 
receive a voucher code to download 3 full games. Ratchet and Clank®: Pr. 49-99 
MRSP 


᾿ ἘΩ͂ 
N size MATTERS 


Size Matters, SOCOM U.S. Navy SEALs Fireteam Bravo 3 and LittleBigPlanet™. 


* Offer is subject to availability and ends March 37, 2011. “PlayStation”, “PSP” and the "PS" Family logo are registered trademarks of Sony Computer Entertainment Inc. 
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BIG MOVIES COMING i THE ee SCREEN «> sy marnt wersz 


Cop Out’s wacky cops Tracy Morgan (left) and Bruce Willis 


: extended scenes, gag reel, ἘΠ daughter’s wedding. Smith’s 
Α STARS: Ben Stiller, 3 director’s cut ending, ‘Til Dads , defence? It’s just a fun movie, 
LA Greta Gerwig : Do Us Part” : don’t take it so seriously. If 
4 τῆς. oe DIRECTOR: NoahBaumbach — : that’s what you’re looking for 
SS (Margot at the Wedding) 2 | +30 Rock star Morgan talking 
SS = STORY: A trip home to : STARS! Jennifer Aniston, : about his poops, go for it. 
= = Los Angeles tohousesit for | Gerard Butler , 
aa — his brother leads to a lot of _ DIRECTOR: Andy Tennant , JULY2700 
Amanda Seyfried as a young prostitute in director Atom Egoyan’s Chloe == aa soulsearchingforstagnant : (Fool’s Gold) 
= SINDEN’ Roger Greenberg (Stiller). : STORY: Butlerplaysaformercop | 
: He finds that most of his : who now makes his living as a ; STARS: Sam Worthington, 
old friends have moved : bounty hunter. He’s delighted : Liam Neeson 
3 : STARS: Ewan McGregor, on without him; but on the ΕΠ tohear his next assignment : DIRECTOR: Louis Leterrier 
: (STARS: NoomiRapace, ξ : Pierce Brosnan upside he meets his brother's : involves capturing his ex-wife , (The Incredible Hulk) 2 and got her pregnant. Plus, 
STARS: Colin Firth, i Michael Nyqvist : STARS! Liam Neeson, : DIRECTOR: Roman Polanski assistant Florence (Gerwig]) : (Aniston),areporterworkingon : STORY:Perseus(Worthington)is : dad’s one of the many annoying 
Julianne Moore 2 DIRECTOR: Niels Arden Oplev 3 Amanda Seyfried 2 (The Pianist) and they click. 2 Story about a murder case, but : thesonofahumanmotherand : Greek gods who aren't satisfied 
DIREGTOR: Tom Ford (debut) : (Worlds Apart) : DIREGTOR: Atom Egoyan : STORY: Polanski’s final film : his delight turns to frustration 2 the Greek god Zeus {Neeson}. He : fighting amongst themselves so 
STORY: The rather successful : STORY: An investigative i (Adoration) : before being apprehended : when she puts up a good fight. ἘΠ loveshismom, butnothisdad, : meddle in the lives of humans. 
directorial debut of fashion 2 journalist (Nyqvist) anda ; STORY: Catherine (Julianne 2 on that decades-old rape STARS: Lance Gross, Ξ : whichis understandable since : So, Perseus relucta ntly agrees 
designer Tom Ford revolves : computer hacker (Rapace] : Moore], a doctor, and David : conviction is an adaptation America Ferrera 2 JULY20000 2 dad pretended to be another : to take on those gods in a battle 
around George, a gay English ἘΠ team up with the uncle ἘΠ (Neeson],a professor, area Ἐς of the Robert Harris novel DIRECTOR: Rick Famuyiwa ξ ἘΠ manwhenhebeddedpoormom : supreme. 
professor (Firth) living in L.A., | (Sven-Bertil Taube} ofawoman happily married couple. But | The Ghost. McGregor plays (Brown Sugar) Ξ : : 
who can't cope following the : who vanished from an isolated : when he misses a flight, she : the title character, who’s not STORY: A Mexican-American law : STARS: Bruce Willis, Tracy Morgan 
death ofhis partner.Onedayhe : island4Qyearsagotofigureout { suspectshe’scheatingsohires { deceased, but rather a scribe- student (Ferrera) wants to : DIREGTOR: Kevin Smith 
decides it will be his last, so he 3 what happened. Based on the , the young escort Chloe 2 for-hire who's chosen to pen marry her boyfriend (Gross}, ἐ (ZackandMiriMake a Porno) 
spends his remaining hours : popular novel by the late : (Seyfried) to seduce him and : the memoir of a former British an African-American medical 2 STORY: Director Smith used his 
reminiscing about hisbeauand : SwedishjournalistStiegLarsson, { report back with the results. : Prime Minister (Brosnan). But school student, but fears their : Twitter account to lash out at 
visiting old friends, including the 2 the film was also popular, : You know this isn't going to 2 alas the ghost writer Is too traditional families, especially : critics for skewering this flick 
dramatic Charley (Moore} who : winning audience-pick prizes at : end well...unless there’s some : good at his job and uncovers their dads (Carlos Mencia, : about a couple of cops (Willis, 
won't accept George’s sexual ΕΠ boththe European FilmAwards =: wayall three of them can : incriminating details about Forest Whitaker], won't : Morgan] trying to track down the 
orientation as a reason not to Ξ and the Palm Springs ; work something out. This : the PM, putting his own life approve of the union. : stolen baseball card one of them 
get involved. : International Film Festival. : is anEgoyan movie, after all. ΕΠ atrisk. DVD Extras: deleted and 2 (Willis) needs to pay for his 
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YOUR MONTHLY DOSE OF MOVIE TRIVIA 


Angelina Jolie plays CIA agent 
Evelyn Salt in Salt, an action pic 
directed by Phillip Noyce. The last 
time they worked together Jolie 
played a young cop in one of her 
first movie roles. Name that film. 


Get your movie info, celebrity scoops, in-depth interviews, 
fashion spreads and columns every month! 


Which Canadian star of TV's 

Grey's Anatomy plays Mrs. Meacham 
in Ramona and Beezus, the 
big-screen version of a popular 

kids novel? 


This month, Dev Patel stars in 
The Last Airbender, which Is only 
his second movie. But his first . Ρ Salt’s Angelina Jolie 
movie won a Best Picture Oscar. , 
Name that film. 


Writer-director Christopher Nolan 
helms this month's head-game 
thriller /nception. Nolan made his big 
breakthrough in 2000 with another 
movie designed to mess with your 
mind. Name that film. 


ILY 
MORTIMER 
GOES MAD 
FOR SHUTTER 
ISLAND 


i; 
Ε “Worn HINGTON 


AVATARS BREAKOUT ἘῸΝ MAN 2’S 


TAR IS BACK AT IT, WAGING 
τρις: MCAVOY Ἶ WAR WITH GREEK GODS IN ἐδ ie ΜΕ | a 
N RUSSIA 


MCKELLA Γ᾽ . 

JOURNEY TO INDIA Ξ CHRISTOPHER 
= REMEMBER ME’S) ὦ E Za } MINTZ-PLASSE’S 
~ EMILIE ™ ~ CRAIG FE ς KICK-ASS ROLE 


POPP Eee eS CELESTE ESTEE SESE ESET eee ere ree re eee eereeeeeeee eee reer eee ere rere eee eee rere reer eee eerie ree! 


With the tagline “Fear is Reborn” 
you know this month's Predators 
has to be a redo of 198?’s Predator. 
Which actor-turned-politician 
Starred in the original ? 


McGREGOR 
HAS A GAY OLD TIME 
PAUL GROSS 
TALKS GUNLESS 


Soha MENS TS apleaEUb NASM ait ree UCU AEDS ISM ete at le SNAPS: KATIE HOLMES, DAVID ARQUETTE, GERARD BUTLER, JARED LETO, JENNIFER LOVE HEWITT 


Dave Franco plays Sully in the 

Zac Efron movie Charlie St. Cloud. 
Who is Dave’s famous older brother, 
also an actor? 


DON’T MISS AN ISSUE 


Steve Carell and Paul Rudd co-star in 
Dinner for Schmucks, based on the 


neg Meni Ee CINE Re COS ῳ ΕΙΠΕ Canada............... $31.50 (s30+6st)  OCHEQUE QvVISA 
from Carell’s uncredited cameo in 
Knocked Up, what’s the last movie U.S... eeeeeees $45.00 Other Countries............... $55.00 
they made together? card# expiry date 
AN SWERS AN name 
ἊΝ ; Dp address — Cit 
9 province — Cop staal code 
y : phone number 
‘2 


Please send subscription orders to 
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SIGN: Leo 
BORN: July 23, 1989 
WHERE: London, England 


Cancer 

June 22 Ἃ July 22 

Both small gatherings and large 
reunions require more planning, 
with an emphasis on unique 
touches. Choose your battles. 
Sometimes it’s best to speak 
your mind, but sometimes, 
especially after the 21st, it’s not. 


Leo 

July 23 Ἃ August 22 
Whether exploring a new 
destination or staying close to 
home, your spirit of adventure 
Soars. Just don't expect others 
to tag along on your excursions. 
You can be vulnerable during 
the week of the 19th, when 
someone tries to trick you into 
revealing information. 


BY DAN LIEBMAN 


Virgo 

August 23 Ἃ September 22 
Curiosity works for and against 
you. Information you dig up 
leads to professional 
advancement. On the other 
hand, your sleuthing can reveal 
something you really didn't want 
to know. The last week of July is 
the time to make commitments. 


Libra 

September 23 Ἃ October 22 
You can accomplish a great deal 
right now, but not solo. Teamwork 
is Critical, especially if in the 
early Stages of a project. Recent 
financial sacrifices pay off. 
Timing is crucial, especially for 
sharing feelings with someone 
you care for. 


Scorpio 

October 23 Ἃ November 21 
Slow down — you've been going 
at a frantic pace — then watch 
for an opportunity to correct 

an error or mend a friendship. 

If you’re selling something, 

a tangible object or simply an 
idea, hold out for a better offer. 


sagittarius 
November 22 %& December 22 
Focus on the job and stay clear 
of politics. Your greatest asset 
this month Is your objectivity. 
July marks the start ofa 
transition period, and you gain 

a clear understanding of where 
you're going. 


Capricorn 
December 23 Ἃ January 20 
Someone's been riding on your 
shirt-tails. It’s time to be blunt, 
even if “someone” is a friend or 
family member. Thanks to hard 
work, rather than luck, you enjoy 
a late-month financial boost. 


Aquarius 

January 21 * February 19 
You feel comfortable in changed 
surroundings. Someone you 
deal with is waking up on the 
wrong side of the bed...a lot. 

It’s time fora new mattress 

ora frank chat. 


Pisces 

February 20 * March 20 

If you feel stale, consider 
expanding your close-knit circle. 
You discover an intriguing 
connection between two 
seemingly unrelated events. 

Be cautious during the last two 
weeks, when people try to coax 
you into fighting their battles. 


Aries 

March 21 Ἃ April 20 
Surround yourself with upbeat 
people. You'll pick up on their 
positive energy and tackle the 
month with unmatched vigour. 
Creative expression is a 
Strength. 


Inn HA 


Taurus 

April 21 Ἃ May 22 

Your status is enhanced 

when an unlikely advocate 
recognizes your achievements 
and advances your position. 
Be cautious around the 16th. 
Asmall difference of opinion 
can escalate into a family rift. 


Gemini 

May 23 Ἃ June 21 

Work on self-esteem. Stand 

up for your ideas and, after 

the 19th, don't allow anyone 
to water them down or rip them 
off. Family members show 
belated signs of appreciation. 
Your new approach to romance 
brings happy results by 

the 31st. 


48 Famous» JULY 2010 


Choose the bank that gives 
you FREE Movies and More. 
More Often. 


§ Scotiabank’ 6 Scotiabank * 


og SCENE 
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ScotiaCard 


Sign up for a SCENE ScotiaCard’ and/or SCENE’ VISA’ card 
today and get up to 4 FREE Movies. 


Get more trom your everyday purchases with a SCENE debit and/or SCENE VISA card 
trom Scotiabank. The more you use your cards, the more SCENE points you earn for 


FREE Movies, music and more** 


Visit a Scotiabank Branch or scotiabank.com/scene for details. 


™ Trademark of SCENE IP LP. used under license. ® Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. ὃ Cineplex Entertainment LP, used under license. ἡ Visa Inc/Lic. user The Bank of Nova Scotia. 

* New customers who open a new SCENE-eligible bank account and obtain a SCENE ScotiaCard attached to a SCENE membership account; receive 1,000 SCENE points (enough for 1 FREE movie) added to 
their SCENE membership account. Another 1,000 SCENE points (enough for 1 FREE movie) will be added for having a pre-authorized payroll deposit OR for having a total of 2 pre-authorized credits (PACs) 
and/or pre-authorized debits (PADs) added to the new SCENE-eligible bank account. This offer is not available to existing SCENE-eligible bank account holders. 

New customers who are approved for a SCENE VISA will receive 2,000 SCENE points (enough for 2 FREE movies), with their first VISA purchase, added to their SCENE membership account. 
For full details visit www.scotiabank.com/scene. “™* SCENE is a free entertainment rewards program. SCENE points can only be redeemed at participating Cineplex Entertainment theatres, scene.ca, 
cineplex.com or associated partners offering SCENE rewards. Some conditions and limitations apply. Visit scene.ca for complete reward details. 


You're richer 
than you think: 


ΒΞ Scotiabank‘° 


CINEPLEX 


OUR READERS HAVE THEIR SAY 


Two years, no cable and one VHS tape — 


We asked you... 


Which movie have you 


seen the most times, 
and what keeps 


you coming 


back? 


Ocean’s Eleven. We still watch it sometimes 


to freak out dinner guests. We can say 
every line in unison. It would be funny, 


if it weren't also kinda sad. 99 


Jules Carlyse, Oshawa, Ont. 
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You told us... 


The Shawshank 
Redemption lured me to 
the big screen three times, 
and 16 more at home. Every 
sitting I am astonished as Red 
reveals how Andy spent 20 
years digging his way out 
of prison; Andy never 
gave up hope. Beautiful. 
—Moneca Sinclaire, 
Winnipeg, Man. 


j 


The Lord of the Rings. 

ALL of them, three or 
four times each at the 
theatre! They are the ultimate 


adventure and escape movies. 


Now our family has LotR 
weekends. We know the 
lines by heart — 

great fun. 


: —Graham Sutch, 
: Newmarket, Ont. 


NEXT QUESTION: Of all the schools depicted in movies, 
which one would you like to attend? 


Ἢ 


Black Hawk Down. 

You have Ridley Scott 
directing, talented actors, 
an organized screenplay 
based on an informative 
book, coherent editing and 
memorable music. This 
movie has powerful 
scenes that show the 
depth of war, balanced 
by comic relief. 


: —Andrea Black, Brantford, Ont. 
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The Princess Bride, 
hands down! No 
matter if it’s VHS, DVD or 
on the TV, I will watch 
it. How can you miss 
Inigo Montoya’s ‘My name 
is Inigo Montoya, you killed 
my father, prepare 
to die!’ 


2 —Lisa Malliett, Toronto, Ont. 


at Cineplex.com/famouslastwords 


All responses must be entered by July 31st. Look for the answers to this question in the September issue. Responses may be edited for length and clarity. 
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What I’m going to do 


to fixed-term contracts 
won't have a rating. 


Κοοσο 
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Buy, SEUUTAPON? [b> FUTURE SHOP Walmart >< Koodo 


Follow your Inner Driver to the All-New 2011 MAZDA2. 
It's Zoom-Zoom. Concentrated. 


It isn't just the bold design and aggressive stance of the all-new MAZDAZ2 that sets 
this stylish subcompact apart. It's that feeling you get deep inside the moment 

you enter its surprisingly spacious cabin and grab the wheel. The realization 
that this is everything your Inner Driver desires. Like a sport-tuned 
Suspension for better handling. A responsive 1.5 L engine to make 


it hum. And an iPod auxiliary jack to help you do the same. (ᾷ 


Sport-Tuned 
Suspension 


Starting at 
$13,995" 


So, get off on the right foot. And get ready to experience ae Pa aneernauonel 
Zoom-Zoom in its most concentrated form. y 


Coming Soon. Zoom-Zoom. Forever. 


SCENE™ Members Can Win“ an All-New 2011 MAZDA2 and FREE Movies at Cineplex 
Entertainment Theatres for a YEAR! Visit 2011Mazda2.ca to Enter. 


*Starting MSRP of new 2011 MAZDA2 GX 5MT. Excludes freight and P.D.E. of $1,395. Licence, insurance, registration, taxes and other dealer charges are extra. Dealer may sell 
for less. Vehicle not exactly as shown. tEstimated fuel economy on the MAZDA2 GX/GS 5MT. Actual results may vary. “Contest starts July 2, 2010 and ends August 31, 2010. 


For complete contest rules please go to www.SCENE.ca/promo/mazdarules. TM* Trademark of SCENE IP LP. 


